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1 . DEPUTY FOREIGN MINISTER HARRY WILLIAMS CALLED ME TO HIS 
OFFICE NOON AUGUST 1 1 TO EXPRESS GOSL AND, IN PARTICULAR, 

PRESIDENT STEVENS' CONCERN UNITED STATES WILL DECIDE TO WITHDRAW 
FROM THE ILO. SPEAKING ON BEHALF OF THE PRESIDENT, WILLIAMS 

SAID STEVENS FEARED US WITHDRAWAL FROM ILO NOT ONLY WOULD 
WRECK ILO, BUT WOULD SERIOUSLY DAMAGE ENTIRE UN STRUCTURE. 
WILLIAMS SAID STEVENS CONSIDERED ILO TO BE ONE OF MAIN PILLARS 
OF SUPPORT UPON WHICH UN FOUNDATION RESTED AND ITS DESTRUCTION 
EVENTUALLY WOULD LEAD TO COLLAPSE OF UN SYSTEM. WILLIAMS 
ASKED USG TO CONSIDER CAREFULLY IMPLICATIONS OF US WITHDRAWAL 
BOTH ON ILO AND ON UN. 

2. I ASSURED WILLIAMS PRESIDENT STEVENS' CONCERNS WOULD BE 
REPORTED PROMPTLY TO WASHINGTON. I NOTED USG WAS COGNIZANT 
THAT SIERRA LEONE LABOR REPRESENTATIVE TO ILO HAD VOTED TO 
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SUPPORT USG POSITION, BUT EXPRESSED REGRET THAT GOSL REPRESENTA- 
TIVE AND BUSINESS REPRESENTATIVE WERE ABSENT AT VOTING EXPECT ALLY 
SINCE FORMER MINISTER OF LABOR GOBIO LAMIN HAD ASSURED 
AMBASSADOR HOROWITZ OF GOSL SUPPORT. 

3. DRAWING FROM REFTEL, I TOLD WILLIAMS SOME COUNTRIES APPARENTLY 
HAD ERRONEOUS IMPRESSION USG HAD ESTABLISHED INFLEXIBLE POSITION 
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AT JUNE 1977 CONFERENCE. I EXPLAINED PURPOSE OF LETTER OF 
INTENT TO WITHDRAW AND SUBSEQUENT EFFORTS BY USG REPRESENTATIVES 
WAS TO FOCUS ATTENTION ON FACT USG BELIEVED ILO HAD STRAYED 
FAR FROM ITS MAIN PURPOSES AND THAT USG WAS NOT INTERESTED IN 
ONE-TIME VICTORY BUT IN RETURNING ILO TO ITS BASIC PRINCIPLES. 

I TOLD WILLIAMS CABINET LEVEL COMMITTEE WAS MEETING IN WASHINGTON 
AND WOULD MAKE RECOMMENDATION TO PRESIDENT CARTER. I NOTED 
RECENT PRESS STATEMENT THAT, WHILE AFL/CIO AND CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
HAD RECOMMENDED US WITHDRAWAL, UAW HAD RECOMMENDED US STAY. 

I REITERATED THAT FINAL DECISION WHETHER USG WOULD WITHDRAW 
WAS UP TO PRESIDENT CARTER. 

4. WILLIAMS SAID HE WOULD BE SEEING PRESIDENT STEVENS SAME 
AFTERNOON AND WOULD RELATE TO HIM MY ASSURANCE THAT GOSL'S 
VIEWS WOULD BE TRANSMITTED TO WASHINGTON AND THAT FINAL DECISION 
ON WITHDRAWAL RESTED WITH PRESIDENT CARTER. 

NORTH 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: POLICIES, INTERNATIONAL LABOR ORGANIZATIONS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 12-Aug-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977FREETO02532 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770291-1010 
Format: TEL 
From: FREETOWN 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19770868/aaaacfpo.tel 

Line Count: 79 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 9759755b-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION 10 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 77 STATE 169505 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 09-Feb-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 1621214 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: US POSITION ON THE ILO 
TAGS: ELAB, SL, US, ILO 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/9759755b-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



